Council  OfficeSj 
STURMINSTSR  NE'  /TON , 
Dorset, 

4 til  July  1951, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Sherborne  Rural  District  Council, 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  mjr  ^innual  Report  for  the 
yoar  1950, 

The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  17(5)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Recnlations  1935. 

The  rcqDort  shows  that  the  health  of  the  district 
durinj  the  year  has  remained  L'ood  and  that  there  has  been 
no  undue  incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

As  I  write  this  report  I  have  before  me  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  officer  of  Health  for  your  district  \ 
for  the  3^ear  1900.  I  note  that  in  that  year  out  of  every 
thousand  babies  born  102  died  b- f ore  reaching  the  a^e  of  one 
year.  In  1950  only  2o  such  babies  died.  This  decrease  in 
the  infant  mortality  rate  is  a  fair  indication  of  the 
i^iiproved  conditions  under  which  babies  are  born  and  live 
at  the  presv'jnt  time  compared  with  50  years  aqo. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Shepherd,  your  Sani  tar^^  Inspector, 
for  his  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year,  and  for  his 
assistance  in  preparing  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk, 

Miss  L.  David^'e,  for  her  efficient  services. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you.  Madam  and  ( 'entle'iiien, 
for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

/)  OM  V  (  ^  . 


Medical  officer  of  Health, 
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SIiaRBORME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


AITMTJAL  RJjRORT  OF  T3E  ?ISDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HDALTH 

FOR  TliD  YEAR 

1  9  5  0. 

A.  Area.  -  41^481  acres. 

Rateable  value  -  £265 111. 

Production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £104.  1.  6. 

Vital  Statistics . 

Population  (Re.r^istrar  General’s  Estimate)  -  6130 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Kale.  Female 


Con^arative  figures  for 
(a)  north  Dorset  (b)  England  &  Wales. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

59 

55 

4 

53 

48 

5 

)Rate  per 
) resident 

)=  18.1 

1,000 
pop : 

15.6 

15.8 

STILLBIRTHS 

T  0  ta  1 

mm 

3 

Rate  per 
re  sident 

=  0.4 

1,000 

pop: 

0.2 

0.3 

ojEATHS 

Total 

40 

12  ry 

f 

Rate  per 
resident 
=  12,5 

1,000 
pop : 

13.4 

11.6 

Deaths  in  ■ 
infants  under 
one  year 

2 

1 

I nf an  t i le  de  a  th 
rate  per  1,000 
live  births  = 

24.  2 

29. 3 

26.7 


Deaths  fro'ii  Tuburculosis  . 
Deatns  from  maternal  causes 


-  1 
-  nil 


®  ♦  BA  3  on  a  1  lie  a  1  th  E)  e  r  vie  os  1 n  the  district , 

As  reported  last  yearj  under  th'^  Rational  Health  Service  Act  194G, 
the  personal  health  services ^  tiio  Atnbulanc'o  Service,  and  the  Laboratory 
ServiceSj  are  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  liealtli  or  County  Council. 

I  do  not  thinh  that  it  is  necessary  to  d.raw  your  attention  to  any 
matters  concerned  with  thes^-  services,  with  the  exception  that  I  should 
lihe  to  record  that  the  County  Council’ s  Doiaestic  Kelp  Service  has  been 
operating  to  a  liinited  extent  in  your  district  since  the  1st  April. 

^ "  Environmental  Health  S e rv ice s . 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  ~ 

1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 

H.  Shepherd,  M.R.S.I.,  K.S.I.A.  ,  C'iiiof  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Building  Surveyor  &  Wat';r  Engine'jr.  (.engaged  part-ti'me  on 
sani  ta. ry  du t  ic  s ) . 

Pv.Ii.  symes,  H.  R.  S.  I.  jM.  S.  A.  I.  7  ceased  duty  on  12.11,50. 

L.  Poole  5  A.R.3.I.,  Additional  ganit-iry  Inspector  engaged  full¬ 
time  on  sanitary  duties,  cornriionced  duty  on  18.12.50. 

Clerical  staff  ~  one  sen.i.or  and  one  junior  clerk. 
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2,  WATER  SUPPLY 


t 


Ik 


1950,  1949.  1948. 

Rainfall  (as  recorded 

at  Sherborne)  35.74  ins.  26.98  ins.  33.98  ins. 

(a)  Quantity. 

AlthouQli  shortages  of  vmter  were  again  experienced  during  the  year 
due  to  fail  in  yields  of  the  springs,  and  owing  to  leakages  on  some  of 
the  principal  mains  caused  by  Oxford  clay,  the  maintenance  of  a  more 
adequate  supply  tlian  during  previous  years  was  obtained  by  taking  5^ 
million  gallons  of  water  froia  the  Sherborne  Urban  District  Council’s 
supply. 

(b)  Quality. 


The  bacteriological  quality  of  some  of  the  supplies  still  proves  to 
be  unsatisfactory,  in  particular  the  Southern  Parishes  supply. 
Chlorination  of  all  the  Council’s  supplies  is  carried  out. 

Examination  of  water  supplies. 

The  following  nuiabcr  of  samples  of  water  v/ere  submitted  for 
examination  during  the  year:- 

Council  Supplies.  Bacteriological.  Chemical.  Chlorine 

Esti'cnation. 


Southern  Parishes 
Leigh 

Holvell  and  Piishops  Caundle 
Bradford  Abbas 
Po^mtington 

Trent  and  Sandford  Orcas 
0 borne 

Total  - 

Private  supplies .  m o ta 1  - 


24 

1 

11 

15 

1 

7 

1 

- 

1 

4 

— 

3 

24 

4 

5 

13 

2 

2 

84 

8 

26" 

60 


(  c )  Proposed  new  su'p-p . 


A  Ministry  of 
v/i  th  the  p  r  o  p  o  s  e  0 
Tlio  c  or;iiiioncC;.'ien t 
order  to  augment 


Uoaltii  Inquiry  was 
scho.ne  for  tailing 
of  -work  on  this  new 
the  px-esent  supplio 


held  early  in  the  jrear  in  connection 
a  supply  from  tlii.  Thornford  borehole 
schc-.ae  is  anxiously  av/aited,  in 
s,  and  to  enable  the  unsatisfactory 


supplius  in  the  district  to 


lu'j  eliminated. 


(d)  ITow  works 


ai';^  no'a  cuimoc tions. 


Trent  and  Sandford  Orcas.  ol.jCuric  .loto 
iristallod*  3.n  "tne  tempor.dry  pu.eping  station  at 


p..,  u  .i-  0 1  dr  i ve  n  -•  -  n?  •  .inu . 


r  'vas  purchased 
Sandford  Orcas 


and 

replacing 


Ij 


mulT" 


OUthv; 

"wore 


rn  Parishes.  Defoe tivo  cast 
replaecd  dux’ing  the  year. 


iron  joints  on  8,094  yards  of  the 


B i‘a df o ro.  A'o b a s .  This  boroholo  supply  to 
P r c vi d u d ' "w i t h  a n"’e loot r* i c  booriter  pump  and 
are  now  supplied  'with  wator  over  sinks. 


18  Council  houses  has  been 
an  elevated  tank.  The  liouS'-.s 


Leigh.  The  replacement  of  the  defective  cast 
Cross  Jioads  to  Leigh  Cross  was  coiamenced. 


iron  main  from  Calfhay 


he V/  C  onne  c  t i  ons . 


The  follovdng  novr  connections  to  the  jouncil's  mains  were 
the  year;- 

M.)  doiaestic  use _ ^ 

(  ii  )  agricultural  purpose _ 2 

(  i  i  i )  o  the  r  p  u  t'j  o  s  e  r.  2 


made  during 


( ® )  Details 


of  dovnestic  supply. 


1 

Houses  with 

Hi'UseG  witli 

Houses  with 

Population 

public  water 

standpipes 

supply  direct 

supplied 

Batcombe  (part)  1 

supply. 

outside. 

to  house. 

(estimated) 

3  ^ 

1 

7 

Beerhackett  (part) 

11 

11 

34 

Br’adford  Abbas  (part) 

18 

— 

18 

63 

Castle  ton  (part) 

10 

5 

5 

29 

Gaundle  Bishop 

75 

21 

54 

223 

Gaundle  harsh 

00 

5 

17 

94 

Gaundle  purse 

40 

6 

34 

151 

Che tnole 

56 

9 

47 

L4 

1  Clifton  gaybank  (part) 

8 

- 

8 

25 

Polke 

92 

24 

68 

290 

Goathill 

9 

4 

5 

45 

Haydon 

19 

3 

16 

70 

Hermitage 

13 

5 

8 

33 

Hilf ield 

11 

4 

7 

43 

Ilolnest 

32 

— 

32 

96 

Holwell 

95 

5 

90 

342 

Le  igh 

101 

15 

86 

359 

Leweston 

1 

~ 

1 

20 

Lillington  (part) 

4 

- 

4 

12 

Longburton 

79 

3 

71 

235 

Mel bury  Bubb  (part) 

5 

5 

17 

North  Woo t ton 

9 

2 

7 

32 

Oborne 

39 

2 

37 

108 

Ryme  Intrinsica 

34 

7 

27 

119 

Sandford  Orcas 

51 

4 

47 

188 

Stockwood  (part) 

;  6 

— 

6 

-24 

Trent  (part) 

i  26 

1 

25 

95 

Yetminster 

173 

3 

! 

170 

;  622 

1 _ _ 

1042 _ 

1  155 

907 

3584 

DRAINAC-S  AIID  SD"1£RAGE. 

No  new  major  works  were  comuienced  daring  tlie  year  or  completed. 

In  view  of  pathogenic  organisms  being  present  in  sewage  effluent 
from  llaydon  Park  Polish  Dependents  Camp,  chlorination  of  that  effluent 
was  instituted. 


Ditches  in  several  parishes  are  grossly  polluted  from  the  discharge 
of  untreated  or  inadequately  treated  sewage,  and  village  sewerage 
schemes  in  tiieso  parishes  are  urgently  required. 

PUBLIC  CLNANSIiTG. 

(^)  House  Refuse.  A  monthly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made 
throughout  the  district,,  with  the  exception  that  fro^i  the  Kaydon  park 
Polish  Lependerits  Camp  .1  tv/icc  weekly  collection  is  r.mdc. 

"I 

(b)  Salvage.  A  aionthlj''  collection  of  salvage  is  made  throughout 
the  dis trie t.  D'lring  the  year  salvagp  amounting  to  A63  in  value  v/as 
collected  and  disposed  of.  The  collection  of  waste  paper  at  one  time 
discontinued,  was  re-'introduced  during  the  year. 

(c)  Cesspool  ?Dnp t.y ing.  The  Council's  sludge  pump  is  used  for  'the 
regular  emptying  of  cesspools  at  Council  houses,  and  is  available' for 
the  emptying  of  private  cesspools  at  a  fixed  charge,  dO  was  recovered 
during  the  year  in  respect  to  such  emptyings. 

PXVLkS  Ai7D  ST'REAMS  POLLUTION. 

‘■/itn  the  appointment  of  the  nev/ly  constituted  Avon  and  Dorset  Rivers 
Board,  it  can  bo  expected  that  incrcasin, ,  prossuro  will  be  broug;ht  to 
bear  against  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  strca.iis  by  untreated  sewage. 
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6.  ACTS. 


No. 

of 

inspections  carried  out 

16 

No. 

of 

defects  found 

5 

No. 

of 

notices  served 

5 

No. 

of 

notices  complied  with 

5 

7.  FACTORIES  ACT  1957. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1,‘3,3,4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authorities 


ITo.  on  register. 


3 


Inspections. 

3 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  local  authority  12  1 


Total 


TB" 


T 


ITuiabcr  of  outworkers  =  106. 


8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

ITo  action  vms  called  for  or  taken  during  the  yeSir. 

9.  S'7II.IMIITO  BAT]-^. 

There  is  one  switnrning  bath  in  the  district. 


10.  CAI\gING  SITES. 

Number  of  moveable  dwellings  licensed _ 4 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

5  premises  found  to  be  infested  were  disinfested  during  the  5?-ear. 
RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  scheme  operated  by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  has 
Continued  to  work  s atisfac torily  during  the  year.  It  is  proposed  to 
Continue  to  use  this  Joint  Committee  in  connection  with  giving  effect 
to  the  relevant  sections  of  the  prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949. 

13.  R.iG-  FLOCK  ACTS  1911  -  1922. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

14.  SCHOOLS  SANI  TviTI ON . 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

1 5 .  NATI01i/\L  ASGXSTAITCE  ACT  1946  -  SECTION  47. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  initiate  action  under  Section  47  of  the  above- 
mentj.onod  .-.ct  in  respect  of  any  cases  iii  thu  district  during  the  year. 

16.  housing. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

( 1)  (a^  No.  of  houisos  inspected  during  the  year _ 

b)  No.  of  ins-oections  made 


IOC 


400 


(2)  (1)  No.  of  inforiaal  notices  served 
'2 


25 


NO.  of  inforvaal  notices  complied  ’'/ith__ 

3)  No,  of  statutory  notices  servcd__^ _ 

of  statutory  notices  c om o lied  w i th ’ 


<->  I  JM  o , 

4)  No. 


21 

IflT 

'Nil 


Pago  4. 


29 


1 


(3)  (1)  ITo.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  11  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936^^ _ _ ^ _ _ _ 

(2)  Action  taken  by  the  local  a uthori'ty “in  respect  of 
such  houses  - 

a")  DoTiiolition  Orders  Tnado_^ _ 

b)  Undei' takings  accepted  Tor  ~ 

(  i)  re-condi  tionin,-' _ Nil 

(ii)  that  the  houses  ’.vill  not  be  re- 
occupied  after  vacation  by  their 
pT’.  sent  tenants  until  made  fit 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Council _  _ _ ^ 

( O'vercrov/ding. 

(a)  No.  of  cases  of  ’statutory’  ovorcroivdinr,  found 

and.  reported  to  thu  l, ocal  Author! t,)/ _ 

(b)  No,  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated _ _ _ _ 

(c)  particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dv/e ITing  'house s  lia ve 

again  become  oV'crcrowdod  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  stops  for  the"  abatement  of  overcrowding _ Nil 

R equisitioned  prcuiis e s  c-t c . 

11  houses  were-  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

4  houses,  on  which  Doiaolition  or  Closing  Orders  had  been  made,  were 
being  occupied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

( 3 )  r r ovision  of  new  houses  and  re-ho using . 

No.  of .houses  provided  by  the  local  authority  - 


Nil 


Nil 


Temporary  Swedish 
F  r  c;  fab",  T  imber." 


Traditional  Other. 
Type. 


0.)  During  1950 
b 


Post-war  .  -  - 

Total  number  of  families  re-housed  during  1950 
Rural  Housing  Survey. 


8 

99 


18 


!f 

It 

It 


prior  to 

1950 

No,  of  inspections 

during 

1950 

Preliminary, 

D'->  tailed. 

Preliminary. 

Detailed. 

1 

434 

. 

12 

_ 

2 

540 

-• 

— 

r? 

o 

529 

- 

— 

4 

114 

63 

— 

17 

5 

96 

51 

-  12 

TT'iir' 

IT 

~vr 

29 

1949. 

One  application  for  an  liUprovcmunD  Grant  under  this  y^ct  was  .received 
during,  the  year,  bat  in  so  fur  .is  it  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions 
laid  down  by  the  Ministry,  it  was  refused. 

Following  inspections  c^irriod  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  conditions  under  v/hich  3  applicants  for  Council  houses  wr-'  o 
living,  no  recom.ije.ndat ions  for  the  granting,  of  additional  points  on 
me d i  ca  1  gi’o und s  . re  ma do . 

C  o  i.  ii  I  !ic  n  t  s , 

From,  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  only  8  new  Council  houser 
Wore  provided  during;  the  year  as  coinpar.:,'d  with  17  during  the  preceding 
year. 


o 


, it  the  end  of  the  year  tlicrc  wore  1.23  applicants  for  Council  houses, 
1’  which  104  'wor:..  resident  within  your  district. 
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Rent  Charges. 


Tliere  appears  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses  having  to  refuse  a  house  v/hcn  offered  to  them  on  account  of  the 
higher  rents  which  are  novr  being  charged,  and  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  occupants  living  in  the  nevrer  Council  houses  who  seek  transfer  to 
older  and  lower  rented  houses. 

If  this  tendency  continues,  the  whole  principal  of  housing  by  local 
authorities  will  be  negatived,  for  those  with  large  families  living  in 
sub-standard  houses  will  be  the  first  to  have  to  refuse  a  Council  house 
vdien  offered  to  them,  and  it  is  for  such  families  that  local  authorities 
were  first  empo’^'’orcd  to  provide  houses. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  that  a  large  family  who  are 
possibly  somewhat  unthrift3^  and  who  are  living  under  very  unsatisfactory 
Conditions  cannot  accept  the  offer  of  a  highly?’  rented  Council  hous^^. 

Less  obvious  is  the  problem  of  the  thrift^?-  black-coated  (or  semi  olack- 
coatod)  worker  in  the  lower  income  group  who  is  anxious  to  maintain  as 
docent  a  standard  as  possible  for  his  vidfe  and  family,  but  'who  finds  a 
high  rent  takes  an  undue  prop)ortion  from  his  pay  packet.  If  such  an 
applicant  accepts  a  highly  rented  house,  some  deprivations  must  be 
endured.  It  is  the  wife  and  mother  who  first  goes  hungry. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  the  new  houses  now  provided  are  to  last  for  at 
least  60  3^oars,  I  do  not  feel  that  the  standard  of  nevr  houses,  as  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  can  reasonably  be  reduced  to  an 
appreciable  extent. 

It  is  argued  by  some  that  the  persons  in  the  higher  income  groups 
should  not  bo  allowed  to-  occupy  subsidized  houses,  at  the  same  time  we 
see  that  there  arc  those  in  the  lowest  income  groups  who  are  often 
unable  to  i^fford  to  live  in  these  houses. 

It  would  appear  that  consideration  of  a  differential  rent  scheme 
might  prove  necessar:"  to  ovcrcoiac  this  anomoli'’. 

17 .  INSPECTION  AWD  SIIPLRVISiqN  0?  FOOD  SUPPLIES . 

Byelaws  in  rospect  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Pood, 
and  sale  of  Pood  in  the  Open  Air,  were  adopted  by  the  Council  during 
the  year. 

1.  Milk. 

Food  S:  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act  1944 . 

(a)  No.  of  ’dealers’  registered  on  the  1st  October  1949 
by  the  District  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ 2 

(b)  No.  of  'dealers'  licensed  under  regulation  14  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations )  (Pasteurised  and 

Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ 4 

(c)  No,  of  'dairies'  in  the  district  registerod  under- 

regulation  8  of  the  Milk  ft  Dairies  Regulations  1949 _ 6 

(d)  No.  of  'distributors'  registered  under  regulation  8 

of  the  Milk  ft  Da.iries  Regulations  1949 _ 6 

Sami)lc  s. 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during 
txiG  3^ear:- 


Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

Accre-di  ted 

4 

pasteurised 

9 

Non-Desi g n a ted 

15 
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2.  Other  Food  proniisGs, 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section  13 

of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938  _ _ ^ 

No.  of  such  prorniscs  inspoctc-'S  during  the  year  '  48 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  registration 

under  Section  14-  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938 _ 3 

No.  of  such  ijremises  registered  in  respect  to  - 

;  f  a )  I c e  -c  rca in _ 3 

(bj  Sausages  and  prepared  uieat _ 1 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year _ 3 

No;  of  samples  of  ice-crcam  taken  and  submitted  for 
Mpthylcnc  Blue  test  _  _  _ Nil 


Food  Inspection . 

(a)  g 1 au  gh t  o  r ho  uses.  There  is  one  private  licensed  slaughterhouse 
in  the  district. 

(b)  Butchers  and  other  shops.  No  moat  or  other  food  v/as  inspected 
or  condemned  during  the  year. 

18.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


No.  of  investigations  carried  out _ 7 

No.  of  disinfections  carried  out  _ _  _ 6 


19.  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) _ 824 

Total  No.  of  Informal  notices  served _ _  49 

Total  No,  of  Informal  notices  complied  with" _ 58 

Total  No.  of  Statutory  notices  served _ ^il 

Total  No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ~  ~  Nil 

NO.  of  prosecutions _ ~  _ _ Nil 


notifiable  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 

Incidence 

Disease,  Total  Cases  Notified.  Deaths, 

( ^  G~t'eci  Notifications ) 


Ma  la r  ia  (  c  on  t  ra  c  t  o  d  a  b  r  o a  d )  4 

Erysipelas  1 

Scarlet  fever  5 

Lobar  and  Acute  Pneumonia  5 

Measles  70 

I'Vho  op  ing  c  o ugh  28 

Poliomyelitis  2 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Case s  Notif i o 
Rc  spiriiLor'y.  N on-Re sp i rate ry . 


Deaths. 

Respiratory .  N on-R e sp i r a t o .ry . 


3 


1 


3  new  cases 
compares  with  7 


of  respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  during 
cases  notified  during  the  preceding  year. 


the  year 


Food  poisoning. 


21  cases  of  food 
occurred  in  a  single 
of  drinking  infected 
recovered  within  the 


poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year, 
outbreak  at  a  school,  and  appeared  to  be 
milk.  The  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and 
course  of  24  hours. 


16 

the 

all 


cases 

result 


NOEL  F.  PE.ARSON 
Medical  officer  of  Health. 
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